
65th LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTIONS

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS-JUSTICE
OF THE PEACE JURISDICTION

H. J. R. No. 37

Proposing amendments to Article V, Sections 16 and 19, of the Texas Constitu.
tion, to extend the jurisdiction of justices of the peace In civil cases.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
Section 1. That Article V, Section 19, of the Texas Constitution, be

amended to read as follows:
"Sec. 19. Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in criminal

matters of all cases where the penalty or fine to be imposed by law may
not .be more than for two hundred dollars, and exclusive jurisdiction in
civil matters of all cases where the amount in controversy is two hundred
dollars or less, exclusive of interest, unless exclusive original jurisdiction
is given to the District or County Courts, and concurrent jurisdiction
with the County Courts when the matter in controversy exceeds two hun-
dred dollars and does not exceed five hundred dollars, exclusive of in-
terest, unless exclusive jurisdiction is given to the County Courts, and, as
provided by law, when the matter in controversy exceeds five hundred
dollars, concurrent jurisdiction with both the County Courts and the
District Courts in an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars exclusive
of interest, unless exclusive jurisdiction is given to the County Courts or
the District Courts; and such other jurisdiction, criminal and civil, as
may be provided by law, under such regulations as may be prescribed by
law; and appeals to the County Courts shall be allowed in all cases de-
cided in Justices' Courts where the judgment is for more than twenty dol-
lars exclusive of costs; and in all criminal cases under such regulations
as may be prescribed by law. And the justices of the peace shall be ex
officio notaries public. And they shall hold their courts at such times
and places as may be provided by law."

Sec. 2. That Article V, Section 16, of the Texas Constitution, be
amended to read as follows:

"Sec. 16. The County Court shall have original jurisdiction of all
misdemeanors of which exclusive original jurisdiction is not given to the
Justices Court as the same is now or may hereafter be prescribed by
law, and when the fine to be imposed shall exceed $200, and they shall
have concurrent jurisdiction with the Justice Court in all civil cases when
the matter in controversy shall exceed in value $200, and not exceed $500,
exclusive of interest, unless otherwise provided by law, and concurrent
jurisdiction with the District Court when the matter in controversy shall
exceed $500, and not exceed $1,000, exclusive of interest, but shall not
have jurisdiction of suits for the recovery of land. They shall have
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appellate jurisdiction in cases civil and criminal of which Justices Courts
have original jurisdiction, but of such civil cases only when the judgment
of the court appealed from shall exceed $20, exclusive of cost, under
such regulations as may be prescribed by law. In all appeals from Jus-
tices Courts there shall be a trial de novo in the County Court, and ap-
peals may be prosecuted from the final judgment rendered in such cases
by the County Court, as well as all cases civil and criminal of which the
County Court has exclusive or concurrent or original jurisdiction of
civil appeals in civil cases to the Court of Civil Appeals and in such crim-
inal cases to the Court of Criminal Appeals, with such exceptions and
under such regulations as may be prescribed by law.

"The County Court shall have the general jurisdiction of a Probate
Court; they shall probate wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots, luna-
tics, persons non compos mentis and common drunkards, grant letters
testamentary and of administration, settle accounts of executors, transact
all business appertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis and common drunkards, including the settle-
ment, partition and distribution of estates of deceased persons and to
apprentice minors, as provided by law; and the County Court, or judge
thereof, shall have power to issue writs of injunctions, mandamus and all
writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said Court, and
to issue writs of habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of the County Court, or any other Court or tri-
bunal inferior to said Court. The County Court shall not have criminal
jurisdiction in any county where there is a Criminal District Court, un-
less expressly conferred by law, and in such counties appeals from Jus-
tices Courts and other inferior courts and tribunals in criminal cases
shall be to the Criminal District Court, under such regulations as may be
prescribed by law; and in all such cases an appeal shall lie from such
District Court to the Court of Criminal Appeals. When the judge of the
County Court is disqualified in any case pending in the County Court the
parties interested may, by consent, appoint a proper person to try said
case, or upon their failing to do so a competent person may be appointed
to try the same in the county where it is pending in such manner as may
be prescribed by law."

See. 3. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted
to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an election to be held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1978, at which
election the ballots shall be printed to provide for voting for or against
the proposition: "The constitutional amendment to extend the jurisdic-
tion of justices of the peace in civil cases."

Passed by the House on May 11, 1977: Yeas 137, Nays 7, 1 present, not
voting; passed by the Senate on May 26, 1977: Yeas 31, Nays 0.

Filed without signature,
Filed with the Secretary of State, June 1, 1977.
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